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MARCH IS DEVELOPMENTAL
DISIBILITIES AWARENESS MONTH

We encourage you to support by joining forces to highlight the ways in which
people with and without disabilities unite to form strong communities.
Individuals with and without disabilities can share their experiences through
social media post, stories, photos and videos.

For more information on Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, visit

https://nacdd.org/ddam/.

In 1987, President Reagan recognized March as Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month to increase “public awareness of the needs
and the potential of Americans with developmental disabilities” and to
provide the “encouragement and opportunities they need to lead
productive lives and to achieve their full potential.”

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), developmental disabilities are defined as impairments in
physical, learning, language or behavior areas, and include:

e Autism spectrum disorders

e Cerebral palsy

e Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder
e Learning or intellectual disabilities

e Hearing loss

e Vision impairment

e Other developmental delays


https://nacdd.org/ddam/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldisabilities/facts.html
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Join the MacDill Army EFMP Systems Navigator and

| Camp Bull Simons ACS EFMP Systems Navigator for this
virtual support group! An inclusive, supportive

environment to gather and conneoct with EFMP Army

families. Each session will give families the time and
space to address their concerns, share valuable

knowledge, and oreate new relationships.

Please register to receive
the zoom link :)

Call 813-

Email marna.stillman.ctr@us.atr.mil
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SCHOOL LIAISON
PROGRAM

AIMS TO CONNECT SCHOOL, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES
IN ORDER TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF
MILITARY CONNECTED CHILDREN (K-12).

CONTACT INFO: DR. VENETIA D. WATERS

oFSS.FSY.SLO@US.AF.MIL
813-828-0146 / BUILDING 18

OFFICIAL WEBSITE:
SCHOOL LIAISON PROGRAM:

Q{}T 7‘ EFMP gi:lr;‘lialg rt Tz;t
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PARENT

WORKSHOPS

1/15/2026 - Military Life Challenges
2/18/2026 - Power of Connection

MacDill School 4/15/2026 - Collaborative Parenting
Age Program

2410 Florida Keys 8/12/26 - Resiliency During Uncertainty
Ave.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE DEPARTMENT OF AIR FORCE
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SCHOOL LIAISON CHILD AND YOUTH
PROGRAM PROGRAMS
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For EFMP & Hearts Apart Deployed Affected Families Only
To Register Email:
6FSS.FSH.EFMP@US.AF.MIL
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JUR ONE STOP FOR ALL THINGS EFMP
:HTTPS://MACDILLFSS.COM/EFMP



https://macdillfss.com/efmp
https://macdillfss.com/efmp

70 REGISTER ENAIL:
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# Leap Farm

EVERY FIRST THURSDAY | 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
05 FEB, 05 MAR, 02 APR, 07 MAY,
04 JUN, 02 JULY, 06 AUG, 03 SEPT,
01 OCT, 05 NOV, 03 DEC

TO REGISTER EMAIL:
6FSS.FSH.EFMP@US.AF.MIL

YOGA LOFT TAMPA

iy i adhe
F \!’! 20[)?2 E. SthFEtSI;ZlS;GZ L...f
for military & special needs children N ampa, e
- Exceptional -
SUN DAYS Family Member —

Program

APR 12,2026 | MAY 17. 2026 | OCT 25, 2026 | DEC 6, 2026

TIME & LOCATION
) 1:30PM - 3:30PM
8 10401 Woedstock Rd, Ddessa, FL 33556

pony rides for kids .*.qmliwﬁnw with

12 years & younger fourdegged friends
Y pony painting r arts & crafts
S lunch provided i face painting

Please RSVP at: quantumleapfarm.org/ffd

S R L HTTPS://WWW.QUAN
Hivough equine-assisled Meraplea. N N
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EXCEPTIONAL FARILY REMBER PROGRAM

Navigating life transitions can be difficult.
MacDill EFMP Team is committed to
helping you plan ahead. Whether you are
retiring or supporting a dependent EFM
through a significant life change. Speak
directly to your subject matter experts.

s EFMP Family Support Program Team

« School Ligison Program Manager

= Vecational Rehabilitation-FL DOE

« MacDill Legal-Special Education

= Tricare representative 2026

+ MPF Secondary Dependency/Incapacitated TUESDAYS
Adult 10:30AM-12:30PM

Join cur virlind briof!

s FL Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) MAR 10
s Special Needs Alliance- {Guardianship, JUN 9
Special Needs Trust & morel) SEPT 8

: E,d i DEC 8

LOOM Meeting ID:
160 3265 9210
Passcode: EFMP201

See our EFMP One Stop page:
https://macdillfss.com /efmp

@) +1-813-828-0122/0136

EFM Family

For questions or assistance p|ease email:

éfss.f;_lj.e__fm_?gus.af.mil
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MAGDILL EFMP FAMILY SUPPORT

PRESENTS VIRTUAL TRAINING
2026

DO YOU KNOW ALL OF THE THINGS EFMP FAMILY SUPPORT CAN DO FOR
ACTIVE-DUTY AIR FORCE & SPACE FORCE SERVICE MEMBERS AND
THEIR FAMILIES?

TOPICS COVERED:

*AIR FORCE/SPACE FORCE DAF FAMILY VECTOR
*INVIDUALIZED FAMILY NEEDS ASSESSMENTS
*EFMP AIR FORCE/SPACE FORCE GRANTS
*SPECIAL EDUCATION RESOURCES
*CHANGES TO AIR FORCE RESPITE CARE PROGRAM

DATES: 21 JAN, 18 FEB, 18 MAR, 15 APR, 20 MAY, 17 JUNE,
15 JUL, 19 AUG, 16 SEPT, 21 OCT, 18 NOV, 16 DEC

IN PERSON & VIRTUAL
(ZOOM CODE: 160 3265 9210 PASSCODE: EFMP101)
FROM 1000-1100
TO REGISTER:
EMAIL: 6FSS.FSH.EFMP@US.AF.MIL OR CALL 813-828-0

MARCH 2026
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Air Force Military Family Readiness Center brings you
LRP Publications’ Special Ed Connection™ and
DirectSTEP® eLearning courses FREE of charge!
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Special Ed Connection®™ (www.spacialedconnaction.com)
provides resources and tools that Air Force Staff and parents can
use to gain a clear understanding of special education requirements
and services and how they work. From legal rights to practical

application and from student referrals to IEPs, Special Ed Connection® sxplains specific

procedures and provides real-world application strategies so parents can learn the complexities
surrounding special education supports and services.

For more informal contact your lacal Military

Family Readiness Center EFMP Coordinator or
School Liaison Officer

o
DirectSTEP® eCourses explain legal requirements and best STEPa

practices for behavior management, autism, IDEA eligibility, IEPs | 7
and more. They also teach parents and educators how to handle -

1 foe Eluention Poolissionels

critical education issues to obtain positive outcomes while applying education laws to the day-to-day
world of teaching and leaming. These eCourses are available for use by all Air Force staff, parents,
Military/DoD personnel assigned to Air Force installations and K-12 educators serving military children,

With each eCourse you will:

» Receive the highest quality training developed by respected special education experts.

14
14
14
14
4

Learn at your own pace for the greatest possible comprehension and retention.

Take courses hased on individual training needs and interests.

Engage in learning through quizzes and activities,

Learn how to make decisions that are educationally and legally sound.

Receive a certificate of completion.
Go to http:iusafefmp2021-ds.Irp.com and self-register for your eCourses.

For each eCourse you take you will need a key code which can be found
by contacting your local Military Family Readiness Centar EFMP Coordinator.

VISIT OUR ONE STOP FOR ALL THINGS EFMP

agency for persons with discbllities
State of Florida

Supporting Active Duty Military Families

The 2014 Florida Legislature authorized individuals who meet the eligibility requirements of
393.065(1), F.5., to receive home and community-based services in this state if the individual's
parent or legal guardian is an active duty military service member and, at the time of the
service member’s transfer to Florida, the individual was receiving home and community-based
services in another state. This law became effective on July 1, 2014,

What are the eligibility requirements for APD?

To be eligible for services from the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, the individual must be:
3 years of age or older, and have a developmental disability before the age 18
A Florida resident *

Diagnosed with one of the following seven developmental disabilities listed in Chapter
3093, Florida Statutes: autism, cerebral palsy, intellectual disabilities, Down syndrome,
Prader-Willi syndrome, spina bifida, Phelan-McDermid syndrome or children age 3-5
whao are ata high risk of a developmental disability

* Effective July 1, 2014, individuals whose parents or legal guardian are in active duty military
service are eligible to apply to APD and be enrolled in the iBudget waiver if the person was
receiving waiver services from the state they were living in prior to Florida,

What services does APD provide?

The agency provides services that help individuals to live, learn and work in their communities
The types of services that APD provides under the waiver are grouped in eight service
families. These are Life Skille Development (companion services, supported employment and
adult day training), Supplies and Equipment, Personal Supports (personal care assistance),
Residential Services, Support Coordination (Case Management), Therapeutic Supports

and Wellness (behavior analysis services, physical therapy, occupational therapy, etc.),
Transportation, and Dental Services for adults over the age of 21. For more information go to:
http:flapd.myflorida.comiibudget/docs/services.pdf

APD does not provide medical services. However, once a person meets Medicaid eligibility,
the individual may receive medical services from the Florida Medicaid system operated by
the Agency for Health Care Administration. For information on these benefits, please link to:
Economic Self Sufficiency (ACCESS) at:
http:fiwww.fdhc.state.fl.us/medicaid/services.shtml

For Medicaid eligibility, the Department of Children and Families (DCF) is the
agency that makes this determination. To apply for Medicaid, please go to the DCF
Automated Community Connection to Economic Self Sufficiency (ACCESS) at:
hitp:fiwww.myflorida.com/accessfloridal.

AT:HTTPS://MACDILLFSS.COM/EFMP
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https://macdillfss.com/efmp
https://macdillfss.com/efmp
https://usafefmp2021-ds.lrp.com/login/index.php
https://usafefmp2021-ds.lrp.com/login/index.php
https://usafefmp2021-ds.lrp.com/login/index.php
https://usafefmp2021-ds.lrp.com/login/index.php
https://usafefmp2021-ds.lrp.com/login/index.php
https://apd.myflorida.com/
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SOURCE EFMP & ME

MilitaryOneSource.mil IS A 24/7 RESOURCE FOR EFMP FAMILIES

800-342-9647 HTTPS://EFMPANDMEMILITARYONESOURCE.MIL

(ARD

Center for Autism & Related Disabilities

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA

I\-,
X
MILITARY& FAMILY

TUTOR.COM for LIFE COUNSELING

U.S. MILITARY FAMILIES M FLC

www.tutor.com/mi lita ry Military & Family Life Counseling Program

813-816-3061
8§13-210-7822
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Attorneys can help
families navigate
SPECIAL EDUCATION
lagal Issues for students
whose educational
performance is adversely
impacted by their disabilities

THE HIDDEN DISABILITIES SUNFLOWER IS A
SIMPLE TOOL FOR YOU TO VOLUNTARILY

Legal Assistance

on
SPECIAL
EDUCATION
for
Military Families

SHARE THAT YOU HAVE A DISABILITY OR

CONDITION THAT MAY NOT BE IMMEDIATELY
APPARENT - AND THAT YOU MAY NEED A
HELPING HAND, UNDERSTANDING, OR MORE
TO INCLUDE TIME IN SHOPS, AT WORK, ON
TRANSPORT, OR IN PUBLIC SPACES.

RUSKIN SERVICES:
TO SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT CALL 813-
828-0145. WALK-INS ALSO
AVAILABLE 800-1600.

MILITARY

CHILDCARE ¢ COM

Sunflower Lanyard

Exceptional
Family Member
Program



